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veterans to choose between cost and
comfort. That is not the way our vet-
erans should be treated.

I have introduced the Veterans Medi-
care Assistance Act to correct this
problem. Our laws should be working
for veterans, not against them. I urge
my colleagues to join me in this effort
to enable our veterans to use their
Medicare benefits to help them pay
their bills at VA hospitals.

Most veterans pay into Medicare for
most of their lives. This law should not
prohibit them from using those Medi-
care benefits at VA hospitals later on
in their lives. Cosponsor H.R. 4992 and
show our veterans that we are putting
their needs first.

We need to work together in Con-
gress to enhance health care options
for our veterans, not take them away.

————

RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
PRESIDENT’S FLU PLAN

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, later
this morning, the President will unveil
his plan for responding to a flu pan-
demic. The Homeland Security Depart-
ment will be playing a key role in the
response. That is right, the pandemic
flu response will be brought to you by
the same people who gave us one heck
of a job in responding to Hurricane
Katrina.

The other great initiatives were duct
tape as a national response to chemical
weapons and the Dubai Ports fiasco.
According to reports, the President’s
plan predicts chaos, quote-unquote,
with a scenario of nearly 2 million
American deaths. Given the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s track
record, are these really the folks you
want in charge of managing our re-
sponse to a crisis of this magnitude?

The Homeland Security Department
had a plan for New Orleans: they just
ignored it. And the parts they did fol-
low were so bungled and mismanaged,
we are still dealing with the aftermath.

Mr. Speaker, no well-funded plan can
go forward without a good general. At
a time in which we need Grant, we
have got McClellan. Forget the com-
passionate conservative this President
promised; at this point, I would settle
for a competent conservative.

———

BIGGEST REFINERY IN TEXAS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, part of the
reason gasoline prices have jumped to
record highs is because there have been
no new refineries or major refinery ex-
pansion in America. United States re-
fineries are at 97 percent capacity turn-
ing that black gold into gasoline at a
rapid rate, but there is a tremendous
demand for more refining capacity.
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Royal Dutch Shell has announced
that the Motiva Refining Plant in Port
Arthur, Texas, will expand to become
the biggest refinery in the TUnited
States. Construction will begin next
year. Currently, ExxonMobil, in Bay-
town, Texas, is the biggest refinery in
America. By the way, Mr. Speaker,
both of these refineries are in the en-
ergy belt of the Texas gulf coast.

To get back on the path of energy
self-reliance, the United States needs
more American refineries and more off-
shore drilling. The country has not
built a new refinery in over 25 years be-
cause of burdensome bureaucratic Fed-
eral regulations and environmental en-
ergy obstructionists. Congress needs to
encourage refinery development and
offshore drilling. That will increase
supply so that the gasoline price at the
pump comes down to an acceptable
American consumer level.

The people of southeast Texas wel-
come Motiva’s new progress, and we
congratulate them on this endeavor.
That’s just the way it is.

——————

REPUBLICAN CONGRESS CON-
TINUES TO WASTE OPPORTUNI-
TIES

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. We have just
heard an example of the Republican
line of why there is an energy problem:
We haven’t built new refineries because
of burdensome environmental regula-
tions. Hogwash.

We have had the industry actually
close refinery capacity. There is no evi-
dence that there is an inability to build
refineries. Sadly, we are continuing the
spectacle of the Republican control in
Congress to waste opportunities and
try to change the subject, whether it is
wasting subsidies on o0il companies
that don’t need them or starving re-
newables and conservation.

The latest debacle is scheduled here
on the floor in a few hours, where they
will force communities to accept refin-
eries on closed military bases, with no
committee markups, no hearings and
no meaningful records.

There will come a time when Con-
gress will act like a Congress, will leg-
islate on energy, on conservation, on
innovation and prepare for the future,
but, sadly, not with this Republican
leadership.

CONDEMNING MEXICAN PRESI-
DENT FOR LEGALIZING DRUGS

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, Vicente
Fox, the president of Mexico, is at it
again. Yesterday, he said he would sign
into law an irresponsible law legalizing
the possession of drugs. As a result,
millions of American young people who
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travel to Mexico for summer vacation
will now legally be able to use cocaine,
heroin, ecstasy, and marijuana.

How much is okay? Two ecstasy pills,
four joints, four lines of cocaine and 25
milligrams of heroin are now all al-
lowed, according to Vicente Fox. Who
is advising this guy, Courtney Love?

What a year President Fox is having.
Earlier this year, his Mexican govern-
ment provided maps to illegals to help
them cross our borders. Then, his Mexi-
can military soldiers got caught pro-
viding an armed escort to Mexican
drug smugglers into Texas. Now he
wants Congress to reward millions of
illegal aliens with amnesty and perma-
nent citizenship so they can earn
money here and send it back to Mexico.

Vicente Fox says he’s our friend.
With friends like these, who needs en-
emies?

——

SOARING GAS PRICES

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, it seems
almost everyone these days is right-
fully outraged at the massive profits of
oil and gas executives and companies.
While they are raking in record profits,
gas prices hit historic highs. That is,
everyone except House Republicans.

It is not enough that Republicans
supported provisions in the energy bill
last year that provided oil companies
with $20 billion in special interest gifts
while neglecting to include any real
initiatives that would lower gas prices,
but House Republicans then repeatedly
refused to support Democratic efforts
to give the Federal Trade Commission
the authority to investigate all price
gouging at all points of the supply
chain. And last week, House Repub-
licans had the opportunity to roll back
$5 billion in additional tax breaks for
oil companies over the next 5 years but
voted overwhelmingly to reject this
Democratic proposal.

Are House Republicans that far out
of touch? Don’t they realize that com-
panies with profits of $130 billion last
year do not need tax breaks? Mr.
Speaker, the cozy relationship House
Republicans have with oil and gas ex-
ecutives is hurting everyday Ameri-
cans who are struggling to pay record
prices at the pump.

——
U.S. LEADS WORLD IN COAL

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, the
problem we have is our reliance on im-
ported crude oil. The way we try to ad-
dress this solution is through renew-
able fuels, conservation, additional ex-
ploration and new technologies. I want
to talk about one of those new tech-
nologies today, which is coal-to-liquid
application, called Btu conversion.
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Imagine this: a coal mine in the Mid-
west, on top of which sits a refinery, a
liquid fuel refinery. Sound far fetched?
Well, this technology has been around
for 50 years. The Germans used it in
World War II.

The refinery bill that we have on the
floor of the House today will provide
the same incentives to expansion of pe-
troleum refineries to coal-to-liquid ap-
plications.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. has 27 percent
of the world coal supply, the largest of
any country, but less than 2 percent of
the world’s oil and less than 3 percent
of the world’s natural gas. For a force-
ful response to the energy challenge,
the U.S. must make much greater use
of its unrivaled coal reserves.

————
0O 1015
ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as of
this morning, Rhode Islanders are pay-
ing on average $2.92 a gallon for gaso-
line. That is 40 cents more than they
were paying a month ago and 70 cents
more than a year ago.

Last year, Congress passed an energy
bill which I opposed because it gave
away billions of tax dollars to oil and
gas companies, instead of investing in
new technologies, alternative fuels and
energy efficiency.

As it turns out, oil and gas prices
have gone up since we passed the Re-
publican energy bill. And you know
what else has gone up? The profits of
oil and gas companies. Now the Repub-
lican majority is proposing even more
giveaways to the oil and gas industry
by handing over Federal lands to open
refineries and by opening up ANWR.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. We
cannot simply drill our way out of this
crisis. Growing demand from China and
India and other countries is going to
keep the cost of oil high for years to
come, and subsidies to the oil and gas
industry will not change that. We need
new leadership that will promote an
energy policy that encourages new
technologies, energy efficiency and cre-
ates American jobs.

This morning on the ‘‘Today Show,”
the chairman of ExxonMobil said they
were in the business of making money.
Well, we are in the business of pro-
tecting the American people, and it is
about time this Congress does its job.

————

THE FOUR-STEP DANCE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, in country
line dancing there is a dance called the
two-step. When it comes to energy pol-
icy, the Democrats have come up with
their own dance, the four-step. Here is
how it goes:
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First, Democrats do not acknowledge
the supply component in the supply
and demand principle of economics.
When confronted with solutions to the
supply problem, Democrats always
vote “‘no’” and drive up prices.

Step two for Democrats is to scream
about the evil of SUVs, even though
they may be driven around in one.

Step three for Democrats is to call
for investigations, point fingers, call
for investment in R&D that already ex-
ists, and say that if it weren’t for those
darn Republicans, we could get off oil
tomorrow.

Finally, step four for Democrats is
repeating steps one, two and three
until voters and the media stop paying
attention.

Mr. Speaker, if this sounds familiar,
it should. Since President Clinton ve-
toed ANWR in 1995, Democrats have
performed this dance when it comes to
increasing our energy supply. But with
gas reaching $3 a gallon, Democrats
need to retire it and learn a new dance,
but they should try to learn one that
will actually increase our oil supply.

————
ADDRESSING ENERGY NEEDS

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, when
President Bush took office b years ago,
the average price at the gas pump was
$1.45. It has more than doubled over the
past 5 years. And Republicans over the
past b years have controlled the House,
the Senate and the White House. Wash-
ington Republicans have done nothing
to pass a sound energy policy that
would wean us from foreign oil, create
conservation programs, and provide in-
centives to develop alternative fuels,
programs that would help us provide
consumers some relief.

It took Republicans 4 years before
they finally passed an energy bill, but
that bill continued massive subsidies
to the o0il industry like the rip-off
“royalty in kind” program. The Presi-
dent’s own Energy Department admit-
ted at the time that the energy bill
would do absolutely nothing to lower
gas prices. Five years of Republican
power, and 5 years of no positive re-
sults for the consumer.

———

IMMIGRATION AND ENERGY
PRICES

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is
quite obvious that everyone is talking
about the issues of the day: immigra-
tion and energy prices. And too many
in this body are overcomplicating the
issue. It is really not that hard. On im-
migration, secure the border, build a
wall if necessary. Secure the border. It
is what our constituents in Tennessee
want. It is what the Republican major-
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ity want. It is what the American peo-
ple want and need.

On energy, we should be exploring for
domestic sources of energy. We should
pass the energy legislation that is
going to come before this body this
week. We should define price gouging,
set some penalties, encourage con-
struction of refineries. Currently, we
are not doing that.

Liberals in Congress have spent the
past three decades pandering to envi-
ronmental extremists. The policies
they have put in place are in large part
responsible for the energy crunch we
are seeing today. We have not built a
refinery in this country for 30 years.

Mr. Speaker, the liberals need to
start serving American families and
stop serving special interests.

————
PHONY LOBBYING REFORM BILL

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, first of all,
I would ask that everyone remember
our men and women in uniform and
keep them in your hearts and minds
and certainly in your prayers, espe-
cially those on the battlefield today.

Today, the Republican Congress is
going to attempt to extend the culture
of corruption and chaos. They are
going to offer a so-called lobbying re-
form bill. It makes me think of that
wonderful American, Merle Haggard,
who wrote a song called ‘‘Rainbow
Stew.” It goes something like this:
When a President goes through the
White House door and does what he
says he’ll do, we’ll all be drinking that
free Bubble-Up and eating that rainbow
stew.

This bill is clearly rainbow stew. It is
a phony lobbying reform bill. America
deserves better. America deserves in-
tegrity. America deserves honor. And
they certainly don’t deserve another
dose of rainbow stew and free Bubble-
Up.

——
ECONOMIC BOOM IN AMERICA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, America’s economy continues
to surge ahead, delivering tremendous
benefits to families throughout our
country.

Over the past 3 years, over 5.1 million
Americans have found new jobs. I am
glad that my visitors from Grace Chris-
tian School will enjoy expanded job op-
portunities, inspired by Jeanne Sleigh-
er and Tim Stevens.

While House Democrats ignore this
continued job creation, it is obvious
that the 2003 tax cuts were the true
source behind the tremendous eco-
nomic growth in our country.

Last week, we witnessed another ex-
ample of economic excellence in Amer-
ica. Last Friday, the Department of
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